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SECT ION 6

Temperature: Why Answers Vary

🧠  THE BIG IDEA

A creativity dial — low is safe and consistent, high is wild and surprising. It changes how
adventurous the model is allowed to be.

⚙️  HOW  IT  WORKS

Ranks words it scores possible next words by likelihood.

Rolls weighted dice it doesn’t always take the top one.

Temperature loads the dice low favours the favourite; high spreads the odds.

🌍  IN THE WILD

Turn it down for facts and code; turn it up for
brainstorming and creative writing.

⚠️  WATCH OUT

Set temperature to 0 and it’s (almost)
repeatable — great for facts, but noticeably
more boring.

👉  REMEMBER It samples — it doesn’t look up.

LLMs Demystified — a companion cheat sheet. Yours to keep.


